
Sharnbrook Primary Knowledge Planner – History Vilings 

Key Question Year: 4 Emphasis ie significance, change and continuity 

What I should already know Lindisfarne                                    
(England)  

Danelaw  
 

 

Anglo Saxon Britain was Britain was made up of 
several kingdoms made up of different 
strengths. They had different rulers. 

Key Question: Should the Vikings just be seen as vicious raiders?  

People Disciplinary Knowledge  / How to be a historian 
Eric Bloodaxe – 885-954 
Eeif Erikson 970 -1020 

 

King Canute 995-1035 
Harald Hardrad 1015-1066 

 

  
  

 

I can explain that there are different versions of the same event. I begin 
to explain why they are different. I can use evidence from maps, 
artefacts, written sources and videos to support my argument. 

Key Vocabulary Substantive Knowledge  / Key Knowledge 

Invade – to enter territory in a forceful way. 
Conquer – to take over. 
Danelaw An area of land ruled by the Vikings where they settled from York down to the east of 
England. 
long boat Long, narrow ships that could travel fast, in shallow waters for incredibly long 
distances. 
longhouse Made of wattle and daub, wood or stone with an open fire in the centre of one single 
room.  
Knarr boat – used for transporting goods. 
runes The alphabet (Futhark) was made up of 24 characters (runes) making a sound, word or god. 
Valhalla  Brave warriors were believed to go to Valhalla in the afterlife – a great hall, feasting 
alongside Odin. 
Duration - how long an event or period occurred 
AD– anno domini – after the birth of Christ  CE – Common Era  
BC – Before the birth of Christ. 
Agriculture- farming the land. 

The Vikings were a group of people who came from Scandinavian 
countries (Denmark, Sweden and Norway) looking for places they could 
farm.They first came to Britain in the early 700s. One of the first 
invasions was at a Monastery at Lindisfarne in 793 .They invaded and 
settled in many parts of Britain. The Vikings worshipped pagan gods. 
After life was extremely important to the Vikings and they believed that 
if they dies in battle they would go to Valhalla –Viking Heaven. 4. The 
Vikings worshipped pagan gods. After life was extremely important to 
the Vikings and they believed that if they dies in battle they would go to 
Valhalla –Viking Heaven. 
The Vikings were great explorers and travellers. Viking ships 
reached Britain, France, Spain, Italy and North Africa. They traded goods 
such as honey, tin, wheat, wool, wood, iron, fur, leather, fish and walrus 
ivory.Many Vikings were farmers and settled peacefully in Britain. They 
lived in long houses and sold their traded goods in markets. 
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